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is on all hands agreed that the Doctrine, from 
. which" was rsiſed this Impious and Datnnable 
Concluſion mentioned in my Text, Let u du c 


that good may come; and on the account of which 
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it was ſather'd vpon St. Part as his judgment and 


Opinion, was what he bad ſome time taught con- 
cer niug the Iluſtration of the Glory of the Divine 
Goodneſs and Mercy, 
of Men. That which moſt prejudiced the Fes 
againſt this great Apoſtle, was his Preaching the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles; his departing from, and re. 


jecting his obſtinate unbelleving Country-men, and. 


receiving the uncircumciſed Heathen into the Church, 
ity of the groſſeſt Iddlatries, 
and other enormous Vices which then reigned amongſ 
them, mentioned in the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle. 
In Defence of himſelf St. Paw! uſed to plead, that 
the more heinous, and provoking the Sins of the Hea- 
then World were; the more ; 
dent was the Manitfeſtation- of the Divine Goodn 


Terms of the Goſpel; and that it was the incura- 
ble Perverſneſs of the Fews, who would not believe 
in Chriſt,” which gave occaſion to this wignifying 

ards the Gentiles. oe NN 
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in pardoning the greateſt Sins _ 


glotious and reſplen- 
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[4] | 
Now theſe Two Things the Enemies of Chriſtianity 


were ready to conclude from this Diſcourſe of 
St. Paul. 


t. If this be To, that the Sins of Men ive occa- 


ſion to the further Manifeſtation of God's . 
neſs and infinite Mercy, why then ſhould God 
niſh the Jews or others for thoſe Sins which t 05 
tend to his Glory? If our \anrighreouſneſs,” ver: 5. 
commend the Righteonſueſs. of God, what ſhall we ſay? 
I God unrighteow who taketh Vengeance (I ſpeak 4s 
a Mun): That is, I only now recite an Objection 


which ſome Men are apt to make againſt my Do- 


Arine; Can God in juſtice take yengeance of dur 


Uarighteouſneſs, when that ſerves ene and 
magnifie his own Righteouſneſs? ? 

The ſame falſe Inference he-repeats again, ver. 7. 
Jf the Truth of God hath. more | abounded through: my 
he unt o bu Glor „ why yet am 1 alſe judged at a Sin- 
ner? That is, | God's Faithfulneſs in performing his 
Promiſes made of old hath more abundantly appeared 
by reaſon of the Jews Infidelity, if their refuſing the 
Goſpel hath contributed ſo much to the Honour of 
God, and the fuller Diſcovery of his Grace: towards 
Mankind, why then are they complained off _ 
condemned as Offenders? +. 

To this Objection the Apoſtle doth! not think fit 
to give an elaborate Anſwer, but only expreſſeth his 
juſt Deteſtation of any ſuch wicked Concluſion, - as 
ſome ill Men would draw from his Doctrine, ver. G. 
Gel farbid. For then hom ſhall God judge the World? Far 
be it from me to aſſert. any thing that ſhould in the 
aſt reflect upon the impartial Righteouſnefts of the 
npream Judge of the World. - 

The Great God, who at firſt brought Li bt out 
of Darkneſs, and beautiful Order out of i igeſted 
Chaos, who by an Inviſible and Omni potent Hand 
turns and winds all Things and Actions how he 
pleaſeth, and makes them —— eventually ſubſervi- 
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ent and efſectual to Ends clean contrary to their 
own proper Tendency, and the Intention of the ſub- 
ordinate Agents, will fo manage and over - rule even 
Sins and pa the Rage and Malice, the Plots 
and Stratagems of wicked Men and Devils, that 
they ſhall all in the upſhot conſpire to the advancing 
and ſetting forth his own Glory: But in the mean time 
this is no Thanks to wicked Men, nor any Excuſe of 
their Sin; but is to be afcribed ſolely to the irreſiſtible 
Power, and skilful Conduct of the Almighty Gover- 
nour and Diſpoſer of all Things both in Heaven and 
Earth, What Men act purely to gratifie their own 
Luſts, to ſatiate their Revenge, or in order to the com- 
paſſing their Ambitious, Covetous, or any other evil 
or miſchievous Deſigns, may yet be ſo ordered and 
controuled by the Wiſe Providence, of God, as that 
at laſt it ſhall bring Honour to his Name, and great 
Benefit to others: But ſtill the Wickedneſs, the 
Guilt of the Actors themſelves, is not in the leaſt 
abated or mitigated. by this good Effet, which fol- 
lows wholly againſt their Will and Purpoſe. 
I ſhall give an ioftance of this in that which is at 
reſent the great Subject of our Thoughts and Diſcourſe. 
it is to de hoped, that our gracious God, who hath 
ſo wonderfully revealed the hidden and black Conſpi- 
racies of deſperate Men againſt the Perſon of our 
deareſt Soveraign and his Goyernment, will after 
| fach a manner diſappoiut their Bloody Devices, as 
not only to prevent the intended Miſchief, but alſo _ 
to make this Helliſh Plot it ſelf in the End contribute 
to the greater Security of our Prince, and to the Eſta- 
bliſhment of his Government both in Church and 
State, and that it ſhall ſerve to ſtrengthen and con- 
firm that, which it was meant to ruine and over- 
thraw : But all this doth not in the leaſt excuſe or 
juſtifie the Plotters "themſelves, who juſtly ſuffer” the 
utmoſt Vengeance, notwithſtanding this Advantage 
we may poſſibly through F infinite Wiſdom, and 
A 3 | the 
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[6] BY 
the Care of our Governours, reap from their Trea- 
ſonable and Damnable Enter prizes. Thus the Zews 
were worthily puniſhed for their obſtinate Uabelief, 


thongb God without” their Kgowledge, and again 
their Deſign, made it. an occaſion. of diſplay ing his 
Grace and Mercy to the Cenfile n. 
2. A further and worſe Inference ( if there can be 
worſe) drawn from st. Paul's Doctrine, was this, If 
the Glory of God is © much adyanced by the Sins 
of Men, let us then Sin freely. without any dread or 
remorſe, ſor what need we. fear or ſcruple doing 
that, from which ſo great gaod doth come? By. t 
means we may do Service and bring Honour to God, 
ſince the greater our Sins are, the more will they 
Ware and commend God's, Mercy in pardoning 
# -  —_— PTE FT FO SR ne | 
Now this the Apoſtle in my Text firſt tells them is a 
Slander, or Blaſphemy, as the Original Word ſigni 
a ſcandalous Impyutation faſtned npon bim and biz 
Doctrine, which he abhorr'd: Then he cenſures the 
Doctrine it {elf as damnable, whoſe Damnation # juſt. 
Which Words , may,, kgaihe either of theſe, To 
Things, 3 n 
1. If you refer 2707 the former Fart of the vercz 
to thoſe Slanderers of St. Paul's Doctrine, then they 
ſigniße that ſych Meg who thus unjuſtly peryert and 
abuſe the Grace of God, by putting falſe Conſtrutians 
ppon, and drawing ed impious Conſequences from 
it, are guilty of a moſt per nicions and dangerous Sin. 
2. II you refer them, as many do, and as! ſhall now 
underſtand them, to the wicked Reſolution ſet dowg 
in the Text, Let u do evil that 2 may come, then 
they ſigoific that it is a damnable Sin to commit any 
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Evil, though thereby the greateſt Good might be 
obtained; which is the Propoſition I ſhall now di- 
ſcourſe of; That we muſt got venture to do the leaſt 
Evil, no not for the ſake of the greateſt Good ; and A, 


— m 


(i 7? 4 
am very confident you will all readily grant, that this 
Point is very ſeaſonable now to be inliſted upon. 
For we need not travel into foreign Countries, We. 

need not conſult the Chronicles of p 1 Ages, nor 5 


beholden to ancient Records, to fetch thence | 
of thoſe who have done the vileſt and lewdeſt Things _ 
imaginable, and yet have cloaked all, and defe gs a 
themſelves by this colourable Pretence, * That = 
they did was for the Glory and Service. 18 


the "Good of his. People, We have had 
ſad Inſtances of this amongſt our ſelves 20 5 ul 


Age. For have not the moſt Execrable Nn 
— and Villanies been acted in this Nation, and 
yet all pretended to be done for God's Sake, for 
the Preſervation of Religion and the Goſpel, an 

for. the Safety and Liberty; of; the People? The ol 
Wheadliog Pretences of all Seditiag; and Rebellion. 
But I ſhall not look back to former Times. 
Have we not at this preſent Day heard af Mes, 
who have undertaken the Aſlaſſination of the 
Gracious and Merciful Prince that ever wiclde: | the 
Engliſh Sceptre, and of his Royal e the © 
turaing the preſent Goyernment,. and bringing js 
Confuſion and Anarchy, and God knows boo a 
no one can tell, and it makes every honeſt 
Heart Bleed within him but to gueſs, wh 
the fatal Conſequences of ſuch an horrid, 
not God's good Providence, hates . 
been ſo watchful over our W. Lat b 


Tire it) yet, is not all this Wickednęſs faid. t 
have been contrived, aud reſolved, upon 2 2 
great love to, and concern for the Protetane oe Ke- 


Ugion aad Liberty of the Subject, and to ſecure ns 
from Popery and Slayery . -They 12 — Meng. 
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1 may truly ſay, that neither Ambition, nor Cove- 


topſneſs, nor Pride, nor Revenge, nor Diſcoatent, 


nor any other Luſt or Paſſion, that uſeth to animate 
Men to make Publick Diſturbances, have yet been 


the cauſe of fo much Diſorder and Miſchief ia the 


World, as hath been occaſion'd by a Popiſh or Fa- 
natick Zeal for Religion and Liberty; and perhaps 
more Evil hath been done that Good might come of 
it, than upon any other Pretence or Account hes 
erer. 

This indeed is a Weakneſs that moſt Men are more 
or leſs ſubject unto: When they are once ſecure of 
the Goodneſs of the Cauſe they are ingaged in, and 


of the Greatneſs and Neceflity of the End they pro- 


pound to themſelves, their Eyes are fo wholly fixed 
| nit, that they eafily become leſs wary and ſolli- 

48 about the Lay fulneſs of the Means they uſe for 
the compaſſing of it, and are apt in their Heat to 


out- tun or tranſgreſs the Limits of their Duty. As 


it is with one who eagerly follows his Sport or G 
when” he is in cloſe purſuit he ſticks not at any 
Road, he leaps over all that is in his way, and will 
ride over thoſe dangerous Places, which at another 
time he would with the greateſt Care have avoided. 
So is it with Men, whom a blind Zeal, not cool Rea- 
ſon or ſober Religion moves, they are rid by an head- 
ſtrong impetuous Paſſion, "which violently hurries 
them through-thick and thin, 2 law ful and un- 
lawfal; they ſwallow any Camel, fo that they may 
at lat obtain what they fo earneſtly deſire. Let us 
| do 'evil, that good maß come, -whoſe Damnation is juſt, 
Im the 15 
of all expl 


| we \Propokition}” Th we muſt na do 
4 1% bar Wee Zu bn bn 

Secondly,” 20 prove it to you, and been 
ſome caſons to eſtabliſh you 212 


_, Laftly, draw ſome Wr laterences from it. . 
1. For 


In nomine Domini incipit omne malum, and I think 


otto of this Agument, 1 ſhall Set 


ä —— — 
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— — Violation of ſuch 


1. For the Explication of this Propoſition, That we 
muſt not do any evil, nnn oy, there need 
not many words. 
By Good here! vnderſtaud whatever it is that is 

deſirable or for our. Advantage, either conſidered © 
as Men or as Chriſtians, whether it relates to this Life 
or next, whether it be Publick or Private, Temporal 
or Spiritual, whether it be our own or others; for 


- the procuring of any, or all theſe good things, we 


muſt not do any thing that is evi. 

What we call Evil is of two Sorts, either Natural 
or Moral, or as it uſeth commonly to be expreſſed, 
the Evil of Pain, or the Evil of Sin; and of this lat- 
ter, of Sins are.theſe words only to be underſtood. 


As for the former, outward Temporal Evils, which 


concern our Bodies or Eſtates, they muſt be chear- 

fully endured and undergone in a good Cauſe, for = 

great End, rather than omit a nec 

commit a plain Sin; there being more real Evil in 

= than in any outward Pain or Calamity that can 
al us. 

Now of things Gnful, of which only I diſcourſe, 
ſome are always ſuch'in all Circumſtances; other 
things there are which are-in their own Nature, in- 
different, but are evil and ſinful only becauſe 
are forbidden by. ſome poſitive Command of G 
which therefore in a caſe of great Neceſlity or Cha- 
rity, may be done for the le of ſome Good that 
follows. As we all know David and thoſe that were 
with him, to fave themſelves from periſhing by Hun- 
ger, did eat of the Shew-bread; which otherwiſe was 
— 1 for them to eat, and jet were not blamed 


Be pleaſed therefore to obſerve; that/1 ſpeak not 

e Commands of 
God, as they are commonly called, which he him 
hath declared are to give place to Works of Mercy 
and doing good to our Brother; the Breach of them 


10 8 
in weh caſes\not being ſinful; God himſelf d iſpenſing 1 
End thoſe Laws in ſuch Extremities: But I ſpeak — f 
of things in their own Nature, and intrinfically Evil, 
and which are forbid by God becauſe they are ſuch ; 

not the leaſt thing which is evil in its own Nature may 
be done, tho for the- procuring the greateſt good. 
Which i ſhall endea vour, 

2. To make out to you by Arguments drawn from 
theſe Four Heads, Firſt, from the Nature of Moral 

Good and Evil. Secondly, from the Conſideration 

of God's Providence. Thirdly, from the Example 

of God's Cond emning and-Poniſhing evil Ag ions, tho? | 

dane with good Intention, Fourthly, from the per- 1 

niciaus Conſequences of ſuch a Conceſſion as this, that 0 
we may do evil for a good End. 

1. This will appear trom che Nature of Morat 
Cad and Exil. It is an old Maxim yon may hate | 
often, heard of, Seuum oritur ex rauſa int egra, malum | 

ex quoliber defeftn. To denominate an action morally 
4-1 there muſt be an Univerſal Concurrence of all 
Conditions requiſite thereunto. 

I ank be goocd 28 to che Obje or Matter, the | 
Ead-jor which it is done muſt be laud?ble and wor- 
thy; it muſt he done after a right manner, ia due 
Circumſtances, or elſe the Action cannot be ſaid to 
be good. But now it is not aecellary that at ſhould | 
fail in every one of theſe reſpects to make it evil; | 
but a Defect in any one of them certainly. vitiates | 
the Action, denominates it morally evil, tho! ia all 
other reſpects it be according to the Rule. 

It the Object be lawfal, the manner af nbe Perfers N 
mance regular, and it be fitly-circumſtantiated; yet it 
it be done for a baſe, low, wicked End, this andouks: 
edly quite mars apd-ſpoils the Action, and renders it 
ſinful ; and for the _— neaſon, let the Intention be 
never ſo good and honeſt, — — d to 
our ſel ves never ſo great and excellent, het if if ae fail 


n, * thing we do is forbid ** 
| | , 
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Ia, the Action, notwithſtanding the ſpecious Pre- 
| tence of the Glorious End to which it is directed, is 
a vicious Action, and we are accountable to God for 
Ibis a great Biſhop of our Church illuſtrates thus: 
Am one ſhort Clauſe, ſaith he, or Prauiſo not Legal, 5s 
ſufficient to abate the whole Writ or Inſtrument, the in 
every other part abſolute and without Exception. A | 
Intention therefore can no more warrant an Action 
that is in it {c}f unlaw ful, than the, Goodneſs of the 
Matter can juſtific what is done on a wicked Deſign, 
| Nay further, ſuch is the Contrariety between the 
f Nature of Good and Evil, that what is really evil 
| cannot be choſen as a fit means to produce any thing 
that is good, any more than Darkneſs can beget Light, 
or than falſe Premiſes can rightly. iafer a true Conclu- 
ſion, or than (to uſe our Saviour's Phraſe) an evil 
| Tree can bring forth good Fruit. n 
Ged indeed (as Ve already hinted) by bis Om- 
| nipotent Wiſdom doth produce Good out of Exil, by 
the ſame Word of Power by which he brought fowme=  _ | 
| thing out of nothing; by which he can make things | 
| act contrary to their own Natures and proper Efficacy. 
But to do that which is really evil, in order to the ob. 
| taining of ſome real Good, is as if a Man ſhowld put 
his Hand into the Flame to cool it; or it is juſt like © 
| the Policy of thoſe Men, who would deſtroy the pre- 
ſent Government to preſerye our Rights and Pro- 
perties, and would pull down the Reformed urch 
of England for the Defence of the Proteſtant; Re- 


105 I argue further, that to do Evil that Good may 
come, is a great Affront to, and Diſtruſt of the Dis 
vine Providence and Goyerament of the World. 8 
faith Job, cap. xiii. 7. Will ye ſpeak mickedly for Gad 
and talk deceitſullyj for him; Doth he ſtand in need 
our Sins to help him out at. a dead lift to bring his 


Deſigus to paſs? Hath not he taken ſuffigient Care 0 
an 


Tt 12 } 


and made ſufficient Proviſion for us, unleſs we now 
and then ſtretch our Conſciences in a caſe of Extre- 

mity? Cannot he uphold his Church or preſerve his 
Religion, without our venturing on a ſpecial occaſion 
to ſtrain a Point, and tranſgreſs our Duty for the 
Ake of them? Was he overſeen in the making of his 
Laws, not conſidering at firſt thoſe Inconveniences 
that might ſometimes happen? As if what he had 
Commanded us might prove inconſiſtent with his own 
Glory, or the Intereſt and Safety of Religion, unleſs 
we in great Prudence diſpenſed with his Laws in ſuch 
Caſes. Now this is not only a bold Infringement of 
the Divine Authority, but alſo an unworthy Refle- 
Gion upon the Wiſdom of God's Laws and Go- 
vernment. 33 | | SES DEN 
This is evidently ſeen in thoſe of the Church of 
Nome, who fondly imagining that our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles had not wrought Miracles enough for Con- 
firmation of their ine, have coined abundance 
of other Miracles, which they obtrude upon their 
eaſy Diſciples as true, by them to ſupply what was 
wanting in our Saviour's. So leſt Hell and everlaſt- 
ing Damnation ſhould not be ſufficient to ſcare Men 
from their Sins, they have added that gainful Inven- 
tion of rheir Purgatory. Which pioas Frauds (as they 
ſometimes call them) are moſt highly diſhonourable 
to our Saviour and his Religion, intimating as if his 
Gofpel had been very ſhort and imperfect, unleſs ſome 
Men had interpoſed their 'own Wit and Knavery to 
patch it up or compleat itt. '%, 

Thus the Laws of our Chriſtianity plainly oblige 


us not to reſiſt Lawful Authority: But alas! This 


may poſlivly prove very dangerous Doctrine. __ 
if the King turns Papiſt or Tyrant? What then ſhal 

become at our Religion and Property, if in no Caſe 
we may reſiſt, if we have no other Remedy but 
Prayers and Tears; if we are bound patiently and 
meekly to ſuffer thoſe Evils, that may unjuſtly and 
5 | contrary 


N 
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contrary to Law be inflited upon us by that Autho⸗ 


rity we are ſubje& unto? And ſo to prevent this Incon> 
venience, Men chooſe to correct the Rule of their 
Religion, to diſtinguiſh away God's Law, rather than 
to truſt God with their Lives and Fortunes, and Re- 
ligion, in the reſolved doing of their Dùutexe 


Let us but ſuppoſe God to have done Wiſely, 
and ated Conſiderately in all that he hath comman- 


ded or forbidden us, and it muſt then neceſſarily 
follow, that we muſt never go againſt bis Will, tho“ 
it may ſeem to tend to never ſo great or good an 


End. Since he, who had a perfe& Knowledge and 5 


Comprehenſion of all Events that either can or ſhafl 
happen in the World, hath preſcribed us ſuch Laws 
by which we are always to govern our ſelves, for 
any one to think to pleaſe him, or to promote his 
Glory and Service by acting contrary to theſe, is 
ſurely the greateſt Preſumption a Creature can be 
guilty of, and a foul: Impntation and Diſparagement 
caſt upon the Wiſdom of G. 

When People are for taking the Church and Go- 
ſpel out of God's Hands into their own ' particular 
Regard, and will not think their Religion whilſt 
they defend it only by - ſuch Means as God allows af, 
unleſs they have ſome Tricks and Policies of their 


own, this certainly argues a baſe Diſtruſt of the Di- 


vine Care and Providence. he 
3. Add to this the Examples that are in Scripture, 
of God's Condemning and Puniſhing what hath been 


done againſt his Command, tho' with a good Inten- 


tion, and for a great and worthy End. I ſhall men- 
tion but Two Inſtances, one out of the Old Teftamenr, 
the other out of the New. 7 N 

in the Old Tſtament (not to inſiſt on that memo- 
Table one of Vzzahb, who died for ſaving the tottering 


Ark from falling) you find King Sau, 1 Sam.” xV. _ 
receiving Commandment from God by the Month of 
Samuel to deſtroy all the Poſterity of Amalek. He 


very 


7 [14] ; 
vety Lealouſly Nets about the Work, and at firſt de- 
ſtroys all, both Men, and Women, and Cattel, ac- - 
cording to the Word of the Prophet. But after- 
wards it comes into his Head, that this Waſte ws 
needleſly made, and for the Sias of Men why ſhould 
ſo many goodly Cattel be Joſt ? He reſolves theres 
fore with himſelf to ſave the beſt and fatteſt of them, 
to oſſer them for a Sacrifice to God, when he re- 
turnd home with Victory. He thought he could 
order things a better way; that it would be more 
for the Glory of God for theſe Cattel to ſmoke in 
_ Sacrifice: upon his Altar, than to be deftroyed in a 
ſtrange Country. This one Act of Diſobedience-to 
a pafticular Command of God, notwithſtanding the 
Piety of his Intention, coſt him his Kingdom: B.- 
bold, to obey is better than Sacrifice, and to bearken 
than the fat of Rams, © 101 
The Example I ſhall give out of the New Teſtament 
ſhalt be that of St. Peter, who ont of great Love 
and forward Zeal for his Maſter, when our — 
Lord was apprehended by the Miniſters and Officers 
of the Chief Prieſts and Elders, drew hi, Smerd, and 
Fruri a Servant of the High Prieſts, and ſmote off his Ear. 
It was done in Defence of Chriſt himſelf, ot the moſt 
Innocence that ever appeared in the World: 
It was agaiaſt unjuſt Violence: His Sword was cer- 
tainly drawn upon a more plauſible Pretence than 
any can happen in our Days: Yet mark, I beſeech 
you, our Saviour's Rebuke of him, St. Marth. xxvi. 
g2. Put up again thy Sword into his place, for all they 
that take the Sword ſhall periſh with the Sword, Do no» 
thing contrary to Law, reſiſt not Authority, though 
it be to preſerve the Life of thy Lord and Saviour: 
For all they that take the Sword, who draw or uſe it, 
when it is not put into their Hands by thoſe that 
bear the Sword, by the Supream Magiſtrate who 
hath the Power of the Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword, 
fall themſelves by it, or incurr the Puniſhment of 


Death. That 


LEA !!̃ͤͤæ 
Tbat wifich is uſually: objectec in this Caſey is the 
Example of others mentioned in Holy Seripture, who | 
doing, things not ſtriQly juſtifiable, ſome in. . 
ly againſt God's revealed Will, yet have not been 
Condemned; nay ſeem to be Commended for them, 
on the Account of the-Goodneſs of the Deſigu, or 
the Effet which hath followed: To Which I all te- 
turn theſe Two General —— Lib ator che: 
1. That the Caſe is not the fame; with us now, a$ 
it was with thoſe who lived before the Law given 
by Moſes, or as it was with the Jets under the Law. 
We ate now to govern oor ſelves only by the Writs 
ten Will of God, not eupecting nor attending:46:any 
private Motions, or Incitations, or | Suggeſtions, eſt 
pecially when they lead to any tt ing contrary to 
what is revealed to us: But it was not fo dur Sa= 
viour's Time, when God did often difcoyer chis Mind, 
and give his Commands to Private Perſons hy fpecidt 
Revelations to them, exciting and moving them to 
ſome particular Actions, which are nd otherwiſe war- 
rantable, than as they were done at the Inſtigation, 
and by the Direction of God himſ ell. 
Such were Moſes's killing .the o/£gyptian, Phinidai's 
ſlaying Zinti and Cob in their uuclenn Embraces, 
Ehud s ſtabbing King Eglon, Elijab's conſuming, by 
Fire from Heaven, the Meſſengerz whom the King 
ſent to apprehend him; theſe: and the like Action 
are no more Exemplary to us, without infallible Af. 
ſurance of the ſame Divine Impulſe by which theſe 
Perſons were guided and acted, than Alnabamꝭ Of. 
fering up his Son Iſaac, or the Iſrariites ſpoil ing the 
Agyptians of their Jewels, can now juſt iſie the Mur 
= of our Children, or the robbing of our Neigh- 
rs. | we og. | + s 
Nay, ſhould any one of us have any ſuch ſtrong Mo- 
tion or Inſtia& upon his Spirit, inclining him to do 
any ſuch Action, he ought not to compare it with tde 
Private Commands given to thoſe Worthies, but if it 


- , 
" 


prompt 
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e hid 66 thing fortiddea by Sed wd aw, or 
that belongs — his Place and Calling, he age 
utter ly to reject it as a Diabolical Temptation. 

2. As for other Actions recorded in Seripture, 
that were evil in themſelves, but yet were done for 
4 good Eud, (where there was not this private Di- 
vine Warrant) they were neither commendable in 
them who did them, (tho' otherwiſe very Good and 
pious Perſons) nor are they by any means imitable 
by us. I ſhall laſtance in the famous Caſe of Lor, 
when he entertained the Angels, who offered his 
Daughters to the impure Sodomites, Ger. xix. 8. that 

by them he might redeem his Gueſts from the Vio- 

| — to them. Nom tho he was a ſingular 
* in Favour with God, yet it 


to the utmoſt Hazard of his Life, have 


and the pro ſtitating of one to ſecure the other, 
— not" juſtifiable in him. 

The ſame muſt, I think, be ſaid of the Abri 
Midwives : They were loth to obey the Bloody Edict 
of King Pharaoh, and choſe rather to tell a Lye than 
— ſuch Barbarity as they were commanded, tho! 
in Strictneſs they ſhould have done neither, bat pe- 
remptorily r to have obeyed the King in this 
Matter, whatever outward Evil they had ſuſſe red for 
it; and when it is ſaid; Exod. i. 20. Therefore God 

deat well with the Midwives : lt is to be underſtood 
that he rewarded them for their Tenderaeſs and Com- 


towards the Hebrew Children, but not for the 


ye by which they excuſed themſelves to Pharaoh. 
Non eſt remunerata fallacia. ſed bene uolentia t be 
mentis, non iniquitas mentientis.. All this Hay, * 
ſing theſe Women told a Lye, tho' ſome have quite 
otherwiſe interpreted their Words. 
The hardeſt Caſe that I can think of, i is this of 
ſpeaking an officious Untruth, when by a Falſhood | 
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id that this was a Fault in him, 


Both bis Daughters Chaſtity, and his Gueſts 
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2. From 4 [ e ſaid | would take — 0 to 


intreat 10 all to beware of being led into, or in- 
e Factions or Seditious Courſes, by the 

yo tr ying on auy evil Plot againſt the Publick, 
1.12509 Wes cefſary that the Euds be con- 
e Nut nd ſuch gffered to open View as may be molt 
eib e with the Generality of 4 1 An outward 

orm of Godlineſs muſt be put on by all thoſe, who 
intend any very miſchievobs and black Deſign," by 
which th key may gain Credit and good Eſteem to them- 


Ives, 3nd procure” Countenance and Repu- 
ation to their fty. 


ever most ers an at gediton, Mu- 
hy, or Rebelſion contrived, or brought to 4 For- 


275 nate Succeſs, but by Men pretending to 
I for, and 's Honour, and love toReli- 


900 and Hatted 0 en and Abuͤſes, and concern 
be Peoples Good and for preſerving their juſt 
Lights, AY. other Men; tho? all this While they ſe- 
his Mae the' inflaring of them, and overtur- 
all 
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of - Þ 8977 
At the Beginbidg of our late Troubles here id 
England, 2d, had thoſe who ſet on foot, and aſterwards 
contiaved that unnatural Rebellion, at-firſt clearly told 
the World what they aimed at, the Subverſion; of rhe 


Antient Monarchy, the taking away the LOG 


——— bis Children, ſetting up themſelves, 
he whole Nation to the Power of the 


Fm 2 this deſign been but ſmelt and ſuſpected 


at firſt, it had in all probability been cruſhed and de- 
feated; as ſoon as diſcovered and believed. At firſt 
therefore nothing was talked of; but Religion, 
Ordinances, Liberty of Conſcience, Freedom from | 
Popiſh Innovations and Antichriſtian Ceremonies, true 
Goſpel · wor ſhip, a preaching Miniſtry, and when by 
ſach Pretences and Artifices many were engaged to 
their ſide, then by degrees they began to appear 55 
their own proper colours. 

Aud have we not been lately in great danger of 
being cheated and undone the ſecond Time by the 
ſame Arts, and Fears, and Jealouſies, and Pretences 
of Reformation, and Religion, and almoſt by the 
fame Men too? And may we not at laſt hope, that 

peated Experience will open Mens Eyes, that 
they may ſee what Tools they have been made by de- 
figning Heads, how they have been cajoled and impo+ 
{ed upon by bar Pretences; and ſome perhaps honeſt 
Men, ſo I would in charity believe, in the Simplici 
— — mop En 

nahle De W never tho 
or little ſfaſpe&ed were driving o. 9 y 
3. And eſpecially, Let us all now be exharted +9 
care that our Zeal for,Religion never tran- 


take great 
ſpart vs beyond the Bounds of our Duty. 


Religion is certainly the greateſt lateveſt: and 
Mankind. Dearrr it qught' to be 


ves are worth, depend upon it. And of all-the 
Fu Religions that are ä | 
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is undoubtedly the moſt corrupt and degenerate” 
it 
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Roms 

Part 
of the Vifible Church of Chriſt now upon Earth; 
and I thank God it is my Reſolution, and 2 the 
Reſolution” of all true and hearty Members of aut 
Church, and I pray God give us all Grace to ſtand 
to it, it ever we be put upon the Tryal; I ſay it is 
aur Reſolution to part with all that this World 
calls Dear, even Life it ſelf, rather than ever dun 
their: Novel Articles for true, or ſubmit to their 
Uſarpations, or Communicate in their Idolatrous 
Worſhip. . Pf * Bk %%% lu ade ai nnn HELIX" 
But yet for all this, neither far the Preſer vation 
of this our moſt Holy and Excellent Religion p 
felled here in England, nor for the keeping out 
pery it felt,” (and then I have named the worſt 
thing that I can) wil 1 ever, by the Grace of God, 
* ond the Duty of my Calling, and that Station 
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ever lat up my F nor my [ 
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by which Chriftiaaity was to be propagated and 
tified in the World. 15 * ae 
For Concluſion of all, would we engage God's; 
your and protection, that he ſnould continue to us 
lingular Mercies we yet enjoy; let us then at all 8 | 
adhere cloſe to our Duty, as well when it is againſt our 
tempor al {atereſt, as when it is for it. Let us invio 
bly in all things obſerve the Commands ef our Reli- 
gion, not only propound good Ends, but be as careful 
to chuſe lawful Means, and then God WI in ſome m 
ſure think himſelf as it were obliged to /hew Mercy and 
Favour to us. 
If ever any thing weden God Almighty to bring; 
thoſe Calamities upon ns, which we, ſeem ſo much to 
feat, it is our uling indirect anlaw ful Means to prevent ' 
theit falliug upon us. And is it nat thus ith us at 
day ? For could our Common 5 Lmean the P 
Pitts, have ever invented a more-Hicge Sul Plat for 15 
ringing, in of Popery ?, Could t „have hiped for a 
Goportaaiigg thn ener \dvantage for the 
Ffcommendiag and introducing their Reli 15 th 
what the äbominable Wickedneſs and Tr y 5 
thoſe who would be accounted 98 greateſt Sf 
Againſt it, have now given them? By doing of ſuch 
horrid Evils, under  pretence that. Go may co 
have they not given, the greateſt Blow and Is: 
to the Reformed Religion, and ne, their bet to 
bring that Wel upon us, Wh ; Hey. ;oul d. be 
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